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fo “The Lyrical Ballads” 7 What is its main theme ? What is its

orical significance 7 (Rohilkhzand, 19%5)

Ans. Wordsworth’s Preface to the Lyrical Ballads is z critical
document of zbiding significance. His aim in writing it is to dem-
onstrate the need of vriting a new kind of poems and to revaluzte
the poetry of the bygone period. As mentioned by Derek TRoper,
his immediate objects were to zitack the gaudiness and inane

phraseology of contemporary poets.

Wordsworth’s fundamental objection to what he elsewhere
calls a “vague, glossy and unfeeling Janguage’ is that to separate
poetry from ordinzary speech is to separate it from human life.
For him the great value of peetry is that it permits the sharing
of experience, the communication of truths, ‘carried alive into the

heart by passion.’

Of equal interest and significance, is Wordsworth’s view of the
nature and function of poetry and the process of poetic creation.
«Jt is the honourable characteristic of poetry,” he writes in 1798,
sshat its materials are to be found in every subject which can

jnterest the human mind”’; and this attitude underlies the whole
Preface. In this way Wordsworth seeks to extend the scope of

to combine m 2 poet.
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